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Relevant extract from Ministerial Order no. 262 of 20 March 2007 on the Grading Scale and 

Other Forms of Assessment: 
 
Part 1 
 
7-point grading scale 
 
1. Students shall in tests and examinations, which according to the rules on the individual study pro-
grammes etc. shall be documented by test, examination or leaving certificates, be given an assessment 
according to the following grading scale (7-point grading scale), cf., however, Part 2: 
 
12: For an excellent performance. 
 
10: For a very good performance. 
 
7: For a good performance. 
 
4: For a fair performance. 
 
02: For an adequate performance. 
 
00: For an inadequate performance. 
 
-3: For an unacceptable performance. 
 
(2) 
 
(3) The grading scale shall apply to the awarding of marks for the year’s work and similar coursework 
assessments. 
 
2. The grade 12 shall be awarded for an excellent performance displaying a high level of command of 
all asepcts of the relevant material, with no or only a few minor weaknesses. 
 
3. The grade 10 shall be awarded for a very good performance displaying a high level of command of 
most aspects of the relevant material, with only minor weaknesses. 
 
4. The grade 7 shall be awarded for a good performance displaying good command of the relevant ma-
terial but also some weaknesses. 
 
5. The grade 4 shall be awarded for a fair performance displaying some command of the relevant mate-
rial but also some major weaknesses. 
 
6. The grade 02 shall be awarded for a performance meeting only the minimum requirements for ac-
ceptance. 
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7. The grade 00 shall be awarded for a performance which does not meet the minimum requirements 
for acceptance. 
 
8. The grade -3 shall be awarded for a performance which is unacceptable in all respects. 
 
Part 2 

 
Other assessments 
 
9. The assessment “Pass/Fail” may be used if stipulated by the rules for the individual study program-
me. 
 
(2) In accordance with the Act on Vocational Education and Training (Lov om erhvervsuddannelser), the 
rules for the individual study programme may stipulate that a grading scale other than the 7-point gra-
ding scale shall be used. The assessment awarded cannot be converted into a grade awarded according 
to the 7-point grading scale. 
 
10. The provisions of this ministerial order concerning the assessment “Pass/Fail” 
shall apply correspondingly to the assessment “Approved/Not approved”. 
 
Part 3 
 
Grading etc. 
 
11. Once a test has started, an assessment shall be awarded unless the test is interrupted due to suspen-
sion or due to illness that justifies a make-up test. 
 
12. The grading shall be based on an overall assessment of the extent to which the student’s perfor-
mance or proficiency meets the requirements to be assessed in accordance with the rules for the indivi-
dual study programmes. 
 
13. The assessment of the student’s performance or proficiency shall take place on the basis of the aca-
demic requirements specified for the relevant subject or multidisciplinary programme (awarding of ab-
solute grades). The student’s performance or proficiency shall be assessed on the basis of the purpose 
of the subject or the programme and on the content of the teaching described. No particular distributi-
on of grades should be aimed for (awarding of relative grades). 
 
14. Where an external examiner or an internal examiner is involved in the assessment, the grade shall be 
awarded by this person. Where both an external examiner and an internal examiner are involved in the 
assessment, the grade to be awarded shall be agreed upon between them. 
 
(2) If the external examiner and the internal examiner are not in agreement about the grade to be awar-
ded, each examiner shall award a separate grade. The grade awarded for the test shall then be the avera-
ge of these grades rounded off to the nearest grade on the grading scale. If the average is half-way bet-
ween two grades on the grading scale, the final grade shall be the nearest higher grade if the external 
examiner has awarded the highest grade, or otherwise the nearest lower grade. 
 
(3) In case of disagreement as to whether the assessment of the performance or proficiency awarded 
should be “Pass” or “Fail”, the external examiner’s assessment shall be decisive. 
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15. Where several external examiners or internal examiners take part in the assessment, they shall jointly 
have the qualification as external examiners or internal examiners, respectively, according to Section 
14(1). Within the group of external examiners and the group of internal examiners, respectively, the 
grade shall, in case of disagreement, be awarded as the average of the individual grades rounded off to 
the nearest grade on the grading scale. The grade shall be rounded up if the average is halfway between 
two grades. 
 
16. If the rules stipulate that a grade shall consist of several partial grades for various performances or 
proficiencies for which assessments have been awarded, the grade shall be the average of the partial 
grades, rounded off to the nearest grade on the grading scale. The grade shall be rounded up if the ave-
rage is halfway between two grades. The rules for the individual study programme may stipulate that 
the partial grades shall be weighted differently when the combined grade is to be calculated. 
 
Part 4 
 
Pass requirements 
 
17. If pass requirements have been laid down for a particular examination, test or proficiency asses-
sment, the requirement shall be met when the student achieves a grade of at least 02 or the assessment 
“Pass”. 
 
(2) If the grade consists of several partial grades, the requirement set out in Subsection 1 shall be met 
when the average is at least 2.0. The requirement of an average of at least 2.0 cannot be met by roun-
ding up. “Pass” shall be achieved for all tests etc. for which the assessment “Pass/Fail” is used. 
Furthermore, the rules for the individual study programme may stipulate that a certain grade on the 
grading scale must be achieved in one or more tests etc. which are included in the average. 
 
Part 5 
 
Combined test or examination result 
 
18. The rules for the individual study programme stipulate which grades are included in the overall test 
or examination result. 
 
(2) The combined test or examination result shall be expressed in the form of an average, cf. Section 
19. One decimal shall be included in the calculation of the average. Subjects for which the assessment 
“Pass/Fail” is given shall not be included in the calculation of the average. 
 
19. The rules for the individual study programme may stipulate that the individual grades included in 
the combined test or examination result shall be weighted differently in the calculation of the average. 
 
(2) The rules for the individual study programme may stipulate that the average shall be calculated on 
the basis of the average of particular groups of grades. If so, the pass requirement, cf. Section 17, shall 
be met for each of the groups. 
If the grades in the various groups are weighted differently, the method described in Section 20(2) shall 
be used for each of the groups. 
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20. On the awarding of a combined grade according to Section 16 and on the calculation of an average 
according to Section 18(2), the grades may be weighted differently as stipulated in the rules for the in-
dividual study programme if several grades are included in a pass requirement according to Section 
17(2). 
 
(2) The weighted average shall be the sum of the individual grades, each multiplied by the weighting of 
the grade, divided by the sum of the weightings. 
 
Part 6 
 
Test, examination and leaving certificates 
 
21. On test, examination and leaving certificates, each grade awarded according to the 7-point grading 
scale shall be accompanied by the letter on the ECTS scale which corresponds to the grade in question, 
cf. appendix. 
 
Part 7 
 
Exemptions and deviations 
 
22. The Danish Ministry of Education may grant exemptions to the ministerial order if warranted by 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
(2) The Ministry of Education may allow deviations from the rules of the ministerial order as part of 
trials and development work. 
 
Part 8 
 
Commencement and interim provisions 
 
23. The ministerial order shall enter into force on 1 April 2007, cf., however, Subsection 3 and Sections 
24-25. 
 
(2) Ministerial Order no. 448 of 18 May 2006 on the Grading Scale and Other Forms of Assessment is 
hereby repealed. 
 
(3) Ministerial Order no. 350 of 19 May 2005 on the Grading Scale and Other Forms of Assessment 
shall continue to apply to Greenland. 
 
24. Up until 1 August 2007, the ministerial order mentioned in Section 23(3) shall 
continue to apply to the study programmes mentioned under nos. 1-14 and 18-22 in the introduction to 
this ministerial order. 
 
(2) For study programmes which are covered by Subsection 1, the ministerial order mentioned in Sec-
tion 23(3) also applies to make-up or new tests taken instead of tests to be taken before 1 August 2007. 
 
25. The ministerial order mentioned in Section 23(3) shall continue to apply to students having started 
preparing for their upper secondary school leaving examination, higher preparatory examination, higher 
commercial examination or higher technical examination before 1 August 2005 if the teaching activities 
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and tests are conducted according to rules applicable before 1 August 2005. In such cases, the ministe-
rial order shall apply up until the summer examination in 2007 as regards the higher preparatory exami-
nation and up until the summer examination in 2008 as regards the upper secondary school leaving 
examination, higher commercial examination and higher technical examination, including 
make-up examinations or reexaminations. An average shall be calculated on the basis of grades awarded 
according to the ministerial order mentioned in Section 23(3) (grades awarded according to the 13-
point grading scale). 
 
26. Grades awarded according to the 13-point grading scale shall be converted and stated on the test, 
examination or leaving certificate as grades awarded according to the 7-point grading scale, cf., 
however, Section 25. For converted grades, the grades awarded according to the ministerial order men-
tioned in Section 23(3) (grades awarded according to the 13-point grading scale) shall also be stated on 
the certificate. 
 
(2) Conversion shall be based on the following scale: 
 
13-
point 
grading 
scale 

13 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 03 00 

7-point 
grading 
scale 

12 12 10 7 7 4 02 00 00 -3 

 
(3) If the rules for the individual study programme stipulate that an average shall be calculated, such 
calculation shall be based on grades awarded according to the 7-point grading scale only, cf., however, 
Section 25. 
 
The Danish Ministry of Education, 20 March 2007 
 
Jarl Damgaard 
Director of Education 
 
/Kirsten Krogstrup 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Appendix: 
 
Relationship between the grading scale and the ECTS scale 
 
The grade 12 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to an A on the ECTS grading scale 
 
The grade 10 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to a B on the ECTS grading scale 
 
The grade 7 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to a C on the ECTS grading scale 
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The grade 4 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to a D on the ECTS grading scale 
 
The grade 02 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to an E on the ECTS grading scale 
 
The grade 00 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to an Fx on the ECTS grading scale 
 
The grade -3 on the 7-point grading scale corresponds to an F on the ECTS grading scale 

 
 


